
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



February 16, 1900 322 

We know positively that different fleas have hosts which are peculiar 
to them. Should they sometimes pass to another host they do not there 
remain long and often do not bite them at all. Dr. Simond tells us that 
he has proved that the fleas of rats, put upon a dog and upon man, bite 
them immediately. We can not accept this assertion, for we know of 
no flea which has given such experimental results as claimed by Dr. 
Simond. I can affirm, on the contrary, that the Typhlopsylla musculi, 
the most common flea on rats and mice, does not bite man. 

The following experiments show my observations in this respect : 
Once, in handling a white mouse which was covered with T. musculi, 
numerous fleas got upon me. They immediately left my body and did 
not bite me. I have also endeavored to prove that the fleas of rats and 
mice would bite a man. In the first series of these experiments I have 
placed Typhlopsylla musculi under small watch glasses and fixed them on 
various parts of my body, and left them in place for twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours. I did not receive a single bite, and on removing the 
watch glass the fleas immediately left me. 

In another series of experiments I have placed Typhlopsylla musculi of 
the same age as the above freely on my body. They immediately left 
me. One might believe that I am refractory to the bites of fleas, but 
this is not the case, for the fleas of man bite me very freely. To sum up, 
then, the assertions of Dr. Simond are far from being convincing. * * * 
If the transmission of plague from rats and mice to man through the 
medium of the fleas of these animals is possible, it is far from being 
demonstrated. Further, neither the physicians of the German commis- 
sion to India, or the Italians at Oporto, have found any trace of a 
similar transmission. It is much more probable that the transmission, 
if it exists at all, is from man to man through the Pulex irritans. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Dysentery on the schooner B. D. Spear, of Philadelphia. 

Jacksonville, Fla., January SI, 1900. 
Sir : I beg to invite your attention to my report of out-patients rela- 
tive to 6 cases of dysentery. Five of these cases were from 1 vessel, the 
schooner B. D. Spear, of Philadelphia. The captain and entire crew have 
suffered with dysentery from the second day out from Philadelphia. 
After thorough examination of these men, I attribute the malady to water 
used for drinking purposes, which the captain tells me is derived from 
the river at Philadelphia. The discharges were not examined. 
Eespectfully, E. H. McGinnis, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Brunswick, Ga. 

Brunswick, Ga., February 5, 1900. 

Sie : I have the honor to announce since my last report the existence 
of 46 cases of smallpox sent to the pesthouse from various localities in 
the city, all colored, except 3 or 4 whites. The municipal authorities 
are enforcing compulsory vaccination among the colored population. 



